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ri‘  GENTLEMEN, It is with feelings of considg ' emction
and in full enticipation of the difficulties of my g8k that I
 heve prepered this report. b

' The facts themselves can be stated sho t@‘

2 were on duty at the
{ e lelederre

On the night of Satgéday, Mey 10th the:
s> Police 0fficer,

% one Fire fJatcher dcneA RAP‘."ggrd “
At about 10.20 p.m. warnings Qxe soundef‘ followed almost
wiately by bombe, both H.E. 5} Tncendiary.
....,# . These bombs continued b
M ‘& considerable time.
u» ‘"he Hall wes no JHY
noows, wincos frafies end doors by blast.
| 3 ontinued to fall until about 3 a.z on the

1 in ever increasing numbers

but further dsmage wes done to the




building wae completely gutted,

The personnel in the building lerft w?on it bqoﬂ?g t00 het
5
to remain, having first eollected suoly personal belongings
S

(A
-’r( o

as they were able to.
1 may stute that every regulation made or adopbq(:&§*fha
o N\
Authorities th,baen carefully compliad with 1mmegfi§§iy on being

made 1f not already in foree by anticipation. L'}'i?noe the 3rd

/
September, 1989 the Hall has never for & momept heen laf+ r-

A

008t to the Company and at so small coskt tO tha convenience of

odrthe Company's Steff and my persongl ntarf. I have token my

share in these cduties and to my ofp Khowledge the Authorities have

supplied no protection whatevgy in the way of elothing or helmets

for these fire watchers who\ut considerable personal risk have
‘.

perfrormed their dutieg Resrlassly.
It was quite ixpohséible to approach the Hell on Supday the

11th May, dbut I mdd¥able to get into communicstion with the Master

and nrrunsaq;ﬁfﬁéatins gith him to do s0 on the Monday. An

inspeot bwed that the strongrooms and cellsrs remained intadi

he 0@ 111 recolleot that the more Valuable portion of the
/ Lo Mmove &8 S00N

Plute had already been removed and it was deocided

a8 possible the rewfiinder of the plate to the atrong rooms of
This hee since

Mesars. Carrington & Co. at 130, Regent Strest.
_ been done.  As to the Company's wine, the Gour

mw oonsiste of some §,500 bottles of Port and beyond that

t will recollect



merely & day-to-day sSupply of wine. It waas deoclded not %o

toueh it and it remains in the Cellar. The Curriers Compeny have

decided to adopt the same polioy.
As to the Company's Deeds and older records, these have been

removed to safety or as nsar to safety es possibdle. I regret to sey

that the Company's more recent records were destroyed with.the

fireproof sufe in which they were kept.
A temporary office, of one medium sized room wﬁb;ient to us

through the kindness of the Secretary of the Eatlt‘Closing,
Associetion, Mr. Welter Rose erd I have bedn inspecting other offices

for our new accommodation. Subject to tlle approval of the Court

I have taeken three rooms with the use-of two other smaller ones at

No. 7, New Squarse, Lincoln's Inn. I " have obtained the use of a

Strong room st the Law Societyfs Hall. The rooms are within ten

minutes' welk of the site of the Compsny's Hell end sccommodetion

is available for the holding of Court or other Mestings. The

inelusive rent will neot exceed £300 per annum and may include

’

furniture. A
1t may (:?ﬁgﬁght that no great difficulty has been met with

but thet {s by no means so. It mnaﬂggp/fié;f\?ononhored that to

s g
move a in the City may entail diversions of anything up to 3
miles and mo vehicular traffiec is permitted to pase. It is by no
The policy of the

meens eesy to epproasch e damaged building.
c Do not allow the Citizens to approach

refion appesre to be:-
ff7!g§&i§n¢a to salve eny portion of their property, they cen



entirely forgetting the sentimental value

cleim compensation,

&ttached to some effects end the dpubts and difficulties in

¢leiming end obtaining compensation. It may be said that no goods

would heve been salved from the Company's Hall but for the

co-opereation and help of the Demolition Squeds &nd the Polite

Force, who have been almost universally helpful.

Before closing I must again return to the night of 10th-11th

Mey because I have omitted to state and purposely’eo)that the Hell

was destroyed "by enemy action." I think it-would be more correct

to say "as a result of or following upon enemy ection". It seems

clesr that the fire at the back or North'\side of the Hall, did not
cause the fire within the Hall nor &id the fire on the South side

of the Hall cause the fire although it may have contributed to the

fierceness of it. The fire mhich destroved the Hall was caused by

the two fires started on/the-Fest snd West sides of the Hall each at

least 100 yerds from the Hall and on the opposite sides of Friday

Street and 01d Change respectively, The reason for not stopping

these two fires was becquse of complete lack of water, the

Authorities through want of foresight having slmost entirely

-ovorloﬁggéﬂé/ieserve supply. The enemy selected his night well

for his attack, there was s full moon, a clear sky end the river

at dead low tide. By en unlucky chence for the City one of the
egrliest bombs destroyed the main weter supply, the fire Brigade

gould obtein no water from the river, the Authorities eppear to

have provided no reserve and the fires burnt at their will.
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